


Picasa in Action

Project: Taxonomy Skills
Grade/Subject: 7th grade Life Science

In Classroom Instruction That Works, Marzano,
Pickering, and Pollock suggest that “representing
similarities and diferences in graphic or symbolic
form enhances students’ understanding of and ability
to use knowledge.” Science students can compare
and contrast images of various animals and plants in
Picasa by adding captions. Then they can organize
the images into albums that represent either existing
taxonomies - or classifications that students create
themselves. In this way, students exercise their
powers of observation and learn science by doing
what scientists do. In addition, the visual medium

is a vocabulary development aid for many students,
especially English learners. Extend the assignment
by sharing students’ albums via Picasa Web and
asking students to evaluate each other’s work.

Additional Resources

More about Picasa

e Picasa in Education
http://picasained.wikispaces.com

e Adobe Digital Kids Club

http://www.adobe.com/education/digkids/lessons/index.htm/
e Example Web Album: Googlers visit the school of GCT Cheryl

Davis.... during a file drill.
http://tinyurl.com/5sy98h

Complementary Tools

Picasa Web Albums
Uploader (for iPhoto)
http://picasa.google.com/
web/mac_tools.html
Blogger

Google Earth

Google Maps

Google Sites

iGoogle

In order to comply with federal law and the Google Terms of Service, students need to be over 13 years of age to use any product which requires a Google Account.

Students may participate in product use if the account is owned by a parent or teacher and that parent or teacher is present when the product is being used.

http://www.google.com/educators



